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iL. A vather curious incident on the subject of the race and origin of the’: » 
population Inhabitating the area of the Black Sea Littoral from Sinop ; 
east has taken place between two Turkish university professors at a 
time when such a controversy could be utilized by the Soviets in their 
propaganda regarding this area. It will be recalled that not long ago 
certain Georgian university professors published their oun theories 
in connection with the populations of this section of Turkey. 


2. The incident in question occurred between Professor Ahmet Caferoglu 

(a native of Azerbaijan and Professor at the University of Istanbul), 

and the welll known Sepentaiets penal pant Danismend. Professor Qaferogiu 
published in April 1946 ay article in Tirk Dili ve Edebiyati igi, @ 
publication of the Univer@ity of Istanbul, wherein fo cieias thee the 
population inhabiting the proviness of Rize, Trabzon, Giresun and Ordu, 

om the Black Sea littoral,,are not of Turkish but, of Greek ethnological 
origin. Because of the prominence of the author, the article created a 
considerable sensation. “te general feeling resulting from this publication 


gradusily died down, and the article retained a purely academic significance. 
With the reopening of the University, and following the recent granting 
of autonomy to the University, the matter has again come to Light. 


de Professor Siddik Sami Onsk, Uean of the University, has ordered an 

investigation on the subject and plans to submit the article in question 
to a committee of experts at the University, in order to determine the issue from 
an historic and racial viewpoint. Thus far, Professor Cafero#lu has had 
anong the University members and members of the People's Party the repu- 
tation of being a Turkish nationalist, having fied to Turkey from Russ4an 
Aserbaijan in order to escape the Soviets, as well as having been a member of 
the true Turkish community of that province. However, his articles on 
racial origin in this area gave a different pictura altogether. Aside from 
these articles, he is today atrongly criticized for not having learned 

, the pure Tarkish spoken in Turkey instead of retaining the Turkish dialect 
spoken in Aserbaijan, 


4. It is feared that the Soviets may exploit this article and the opinions 
, expressed by Professor Cajlerof#lu in order to substantiate their om thesis 
. that the populations of the Black Sea littoral are not of Turkish race, 
but constitute a foreign eleuent. This is, it will be recalled,the very 
basis of the claim of the Georgian j:rofessors. The Izvestiya article 
oy the Georgian \:rofessora was brosdeast to Turkey and to other parts of the 
world by the Russian radio propaganda servicg.. —- 25X1A9a 
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5. The principal opponent of Professor Céeferoflu is a well Imown 
Orientalist, Professor Isuail Nami Danismend, whose recent statenents 
are ained at refuting the historic thesis of Professor Caferoglu. 
Professor Danismend clains that CaferoPlu's opinions are not based on 
any seientific evidence,and attacks him for never having devoted hinself 
to the study of the linguistic problen, without which 1t would be impossible 
to establish the real origin of the populations. Professor Caferoflu is 
also aceused of merely having expressed a superficiel opinion in Line 
with that of the Georgian professors. — 


i 
6. "The Students Association of the Black Sea of fitay 1919", established several 

Yours ago by students coming from the Black Sea area to commemorate the 
day on which Mustafa Kenal Atatilrk landed at Sanaun, held a meoting to 
diseuss the Caferofflu incident. A croup of these students called on 
the President of the University, suggesting that a committee of experts 
be charged with studying the article and making reports thereon, and 
that action be taken arainst Caferofilu. Professor Caferoflu has thus 
Yar replied only by requesting that the seope of his article be limited 
strictly to the scientifie and documentary donain and that it not be 
given a political significance. This request, however, was immediately 
attacked oy a nuuber of opposing professors. 


7. It is believed in certain university circles that Professor Caferopflu 
will be dismissed fron the University and that sone senieofficlal articles 
will appear explaining that the present povulation of the Black Sea 
Littoral is racially of pure Turkish origin. 
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